__THE CHEQUERED CARPET AND INDENTED BORDER, A _

7 In the dl)'l of our earliest records of Lodge proceedure, e.g. when the floer
__drawing (or Tracing Board) was actually drawn on the floor, there would have been

no black and white chequered carpet - probably only bare boards, = anu “ue

__the drawing would have occupied only a small section of the fleor. ™ +aink we may
safely assume that ‘mobody walked on the drawing (except the es~diirte with his
olcor;t in the 3rd Degroo)

When around the I730s the roqdy made floor <-latLs camr in‘s use, we ma

be eortain thd the same rule npplicd hence the culto- ox "-qmn‘ng the Lodgq, an

the Brn, stood around the drawing or floor -ecloth u - 1'4 t’a -eremonies

 The ooliut lmiving printed illu‘ srotions o' the l'x-aci.ng Board-, in

1744 and 1748 lhov a eo-bined denign for the 0.t and z~d and a seperate plate
for the 3rd. A small part of all these l-ards is ¢ Vered with"chequered flooring

_ without border, but each picture is . med witl straight lines, e.g., without an

. indented design and this supporcs ‘Le prowbizity that the indented border was
a later addition, N
Generally vhe . a blaek an' white carpet covers the whole of the

. working floor, e.g. up ‘. the 8 W. pedestal) the I.G. for announcements and Brn for
saluting on entry, .-ill step on *o Vflleﬁ!.'l?_o_l_'lrl edge of the carpet for that

purpose, regar’_.esy of whethev it is indented or chequered. There is no symbolism

invelved , imply ecor.ve i{r.ience, because that is the best-position for there purpose

TASSELS ON THE CARPET, e o

EREXHENXHXNENIXEXEX One would hesitate to comment on the design without having -

seen a sketch or the real thing, but a tasselled design all around the carpet
is perhaps unusual, Many carpets nowad:ys have a tamsel in each corner, they are

said to symbolize the four ecardimal ﬂrtuel "



- MONEY AND METALLIC SUBSTANCES, —

'hat ia tho orgin and li‘nifieanco of our prOeoednre ln thilv p.rt and

the preparation of the candidate, I am uurqﬂyq;,_nggnyggglg_ygvg_E}QSn
wonderod hero il an affonpt to elarify.

The pollnting influence of metal is stressed several t.mes in the .

__Bible., Hear are two examples.,

" And if thou 'ilt make me an altur of stone, thou \&‘\ not b*ixl it of hevn

And the house vhon it ‘was in build ng, was 1!l t of stone and

__stone: for if thou lift up thy tool upon it, thou *..y pollutei 1%, Exodus XX 25,

__ made ready before it was brought hither: so "ha‘' therr ~as neither hammer or ax |

not any tool of iron heard in *he honle, w-;)e if wal 1a bnilding I. Kln.n VI 1
The idea of pollution hy artal lraq!_iquyqyg;bggn common in may

countries and we find in mythlogii=  the myiu .. The misletoe must /may mot
be cut with ironm,

__Although w: have desc.iptions of ritual and ceremonial
Procoednrp in a number wQ doeqhenf ro- 1690 ouvardl *he oarliea+ hint of

this pratice appears ‘. the Graram M/s of 1726, :
Bow ecame you 1n‘o *he Lodge - poor and ponniloan..._lli-d und

ignorant of ~.v syeeret<, = — S
you ———————————

“ How da :il bring kim " Nbifher nnkod nor elothed barefoot

nor skid, depriveu of allm metal and in a right moving posture"

A deseription published in France 1742 is muech more detailed,
Arier he has satisfied these questions, he is deprived of all metal articles

about him, such as buckles, buttoms, rings, snuff boxes ete. There are some lodg:

where they carry precision so far as to deprive a man of his clothes if they
are ornmamented with galon ( a kind of gold er silver thread),
Another ?gonep exposure,

_Why wre you deprived of all Metals!
Because when the Temple of Solomn was in building, the Cedars -



(2)

_Zﬁhe_Codarn ~of Lebanon were sent all cnt ready for use, 80 +hat one

heard the lonnd on no ha-ner, nor anw ofher tool, when fhey used them (the timb
timbers )

A more extended symbolism I8th century.

] 'hy doprivod of -otal'

_For three resons, First reasomn, that n. w)apon be

1ntrodneed into fhe Lodgo to dil*urb the harlonv, secnd rnnuon, that -ofal

though of vnliol, could have no influenece in our imi‘*iun; third -~eason, that

;ffer our initition -etal eould -Ake no d!ltinet( 71 .novgnt ‘Dbon'c, the

_Order being founded on Peace , yirtno, apd “+1-ndship,”

Tboro ean bo lit*lo d.ub. that ‘le yresonta day proacodnro

is a survival of the idea of polluti-- lrom met:l, and ainro +he eandiduto

__for Initiation is symbolically e~e.t’ng a "on 's within himself, that is
probahly the reason 'hy the "7 r’r-#ion hts ro-aincd a part of our pratieo

throughouf more +han two e(nfurxe-,

S. LT ING IN kASSING,

the.e tre o!t;n A fair nn-ber of BRn taking p;rf in fhe exercise, and if each

o) vhem halts at the proper -o-nof , it would cause a todioul and unnoao-lary

delay, It is suggested that unless the rubriec of the ritual requires them fq»dc
so , there is no meed to do so, but please ro-o-ber 'B!ES LEFT' t ¢he

moment of passing,



THE WARDENS COLUMNS,

If we go back to our earliest documents of the craft, "the old charges" which

run f!‘cg I400 omwards the two earliest and only pillars in our literature we e not
those of K.S.T., but the pillars built by the childrén of Lameck on wb'cun were
engaved all the then known sciences, to preserve them from destructio. i’ the world
was to be destroyed by flood and fire. In all these documements i.one I30 seperate
versions) Soloumns Temple played only a very small part and u:: yillars do -ot

appear at all.
It is not until I700 that we find Solomns Pi’l.rs maw d 'n our earliest ritual

documents., It is said by Masons that they represew’, St.ength and Stability of the
Churches in all ages. About I730 is the first .-a ion of. “he Trhee Pillars that
support the Lodge Wisdom, Strength and Beaucr. Yhere ~ain *2 no doubt that these were
a seperate set of three which were pureiv yymbolica’ , they were not yet part of the
Lodge furniture, moreover they had n-ching t. dv vith the two in the 0ld Charges or
with those of K.S.T.

It must be emphaii=% that \hriahout the period the Wardems were floor
officers discharging dutie: compa~>b.> to those of our deacoms today. It is very
doubtful if they “wl seits during the ceremony and it is certain they had no pedéstals
or pillars, the la‘ter were dravn on the floor, or floor cloth and though they had a plac
in the ritva. they were -t part of the Wardens eguipment.About I760 we fimd for the

first Llwe -het +th. "Jisdom " pillar represents the Master, in the East, Stremgth

the Sav'e in the Vest and the Beauty in the South implying that these three pillars are
vom thing more: than a piece of verbal symbdlisim. It would appear that the furniture
melmfacturers who turned them into candlesticks , tirned them into the"three lesser
lights"



The Assistance of the Square.

There seems to be no doubt , if the words mean what they say, that at some stage
either before or during the ceremony the square will have been used to assist the
candidate in becomipg a F.C. A theory put forward explains that this is. To emind
us that we are being obligated within the square, we are afterwvards bound %o act mpon it.

In what form does he appear, With his feet formed into a square, L2y erect ete.
What recommendation does he then receive? That as then he ther slcoi... before God and
pxx and the Lofige a just an upright man and mason, so as to maincain thac cnaractor
through life. So it would seem that in all cases the squa‘r vas ur2C v~ Lncalcate
moral lessoms by the method which is pecularly Masonic ve.led in allergery and
illustrated by symbols.



a8
CANDLES, CB/

The candles in the Lodge are much more than a means of
illumination, Tyey sre symbols, with a long and attractive history,
The candle came into the speculative Lodge not only from the Hall of the
Guild, it came from the votive offering,burning before a shrine centries ago,
Its physical light is the emblem of the spritual, The btrning candle ~* .he
medival altar and shrine, carried with it,the idea of concecration, " the
making and keeping of vows, of gratitude for mercies which had tecrn

vouchsafed,
The burning of candles in holy places seems to have a he.vien idei crginally

Men's superstitious minds in medieval times / days, b:linsved “hat taere
was much virtue in the lighted candle, Here are so~e lines fro.» a I6th

centery verse,:-

A wonderous force and might,

Doth in these candles lie,

Which if at any time they light

They sure believe that neither sto‘r nx tempist dare abide,

Nor thunder in the skies be heari,

Nor any devils apite

Nor fearful sprites that walk by ni~h‘_ nor hurts of frost and hail,

In the I8th centuary the Moderns regard their three big candles as
the three great 1'ghis, The Sin, The Moon and the Master of the Lodge,

The Anctients tiek a les: obvious view, Voloumn of the Sacred Law,

The Snuare, and the ('mpasses

Page 47 1. ylors W r.ing Explanation of the First Iracing Board,



2 —
THE PILLERS,

Early rituals direct attention to three grand pillars, These
supported the Mason's Lodge, they are emblamtical , of Wisdom, Strength,
and Beauty, they were then associated with the pillers of the Doeic,

Ionic, and Corinthians orders respectively, They also represented Soloun
King of Israel, who buil} completed and dedicated the Temple to God=
Service, Hiram King of Tyre who supported Solomn with men and ma*e:ials,
Hiram Abif, whose curious and masterly workmanship beautiféed an' adorned

the Temple,

Here is part of a dialogue between Simon and Philip, t.uca from «
manuscript of approx 1730,

Y. How high is your Lodge

A, As high as the hewvens, and low as the eavii

Q. How many Pillers had your Lodge

A,Three

Q. What did you call them

A, Beauty, Strength and Wisdom

Q. What do they represent

A, Beauty to adorn, Strength \o suppor~, and Wisdom to contrive

We now explain the Pillir: oiffereaty. The Masters, The Ironic, now
represents the Wisdcm,
The S, Warden, Tke Doric, repre. ents Strength, and:-

The J. Wardens "“hu vorinth.an, represents Beauty,

THE TYLERS TUAS),

The time vnonoured *oa.® it was observed in 1762 or earlier, In some Lodges

it is regilrly orcposed by the S.,W, folbowed by the J.W, It is not necessary
to #ive the vresise wording of the toast, which is so well known to every
Fro-manson, One of Rudyard Kiplings many Masonic poems takes as its motif
"rhe Widow of Windsor" ( Queen Victoria) " —-Ave you heard of the Widow at
Windsor, With a hevay gold crown on -er head,,... etc,

Ending with the para phase:- Then -eres to the sons of the Widow

Vhereever, however they roaml, -eres all they desire, and if they require,

A speedy return to their home, ( Poor beggers - they'll never see one,



